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SEALE, PUTTENHAM & WANBOROUGH PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

For the year ended 31 DECEMBER 2025 
 

 

“ Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

St. Laurence Church, Seale, GU10 1HZ 

The Good Shepherd Church, The Sands, GU10 1LJ St. 

John the Baptist Church, Puttenham, GU3 1AR St. 

St. Bartholomew’s Church, Wanborough GU3 2JR 

Correspondence address: The Rectory, Elstead Road, Seale, Farnham, Surrey GU10 1JA 

 

You are invited to 

the Annual Meeting of Parishioners (for the election of Wardens and  

for the election of Deanery Synod and PCC members) 

 and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting to review the 

work of the PCC for the year ended 31st December 2025 

 

To be held on Wednesday 27 May 2025 at 6.00pm  

At The Church of the Good Shepherd, The Sands 

All documents required for the meeting can be found within this pack. 
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A. 

Parish of Seale, Puttenham and Wanborough 
 

Annual Meeting of Parishioners and 
Parochial Church Meeting 

At The Sands Church 

 
Wednesday 27 May 2026 at 6.00 pm 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. Opening Prayers 

2. Apologies for absence 

 

Annual Meeting of Parishioners (All residents of Seale, Puttenham and Wanborough Ecclesiastical Parish 

whose names are entered on the Civil Electoral Roll, together with all members of the SPW Church Electoral 

Roll, are entitled to speak and vote at this meeting) 

 

3. Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners 2025 (May 22, 2025) & Matters Arising 

4. Election of 6 Churchwardens for 2026 two for Seale and Sands, two for Puttenham, two for 

Wanborough (written nominations must be submitted to the Rector by Midnight May 26) 

 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (Only members of the SPW Church Electoral Roll may speak and vote 

at this meeting 

 

5. Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 2025 & Matters Arising (not covered by the reports) 

 

6. Reports 

(a) Rector’s Report (page 12 of Annual Report) 

(b) Meetings of PCC (page 13 of Annual Report) 

(c) Safeguarding Report (page 13 of Annual Report) 

(d) Electoral Roll (Changes in membership) (page 13 of Annual Report)  

(e) Health and Safety (page 13 of Annual Report) 

(f) Fabric Report (pages 14 of Annual Report) 

(g) Parish activities (pages 14-17 of Annual Report) 

(h) Deanery Synod Report (page 18 of Annual Report) 

(i) Financial Report and Accounts (pages 18 to the end) 

 

7. Elections (written nominations must be submitted to the rectory by Midnight 26 May prior to the 

meeting) 

(a) Election of Representatives to Deanery Synod (2 vacancies)  

(b) Election of PCC members 

 

 

8. Appointments 

(a) Sidespeople (defer to PCC) 

(b) Independent Examiner for 2026 (defer to PCC) 

   
9. Any Other Relevant Business in the reporting year 

 

10. Closing Prayers 
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   B.                             MINUTES 
Of the APCM meeting held on 22 May 2025 
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B. 
Parish of Seale, Puttenham and Wanborough 

 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners and 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
The Sands Church 

Thursday, 22nd May 2025 at 6.30pm 
 

The meeting was chaired by the Revd. Stephen Thatcher. 
 
1] Opening Prayers 
 
 Given by Revd. Thatcher who after the prayers welcomed all to the meeting. 
 
2] Apologies for Absence 
 
 John Hewitson, Bill Biddell, Geoff Graham 
 
3] Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners 2024 and Matters Arising 
 
 Minutes of the 2024 Annual Parochial Church meeting had been distributed 

prior to the meeting. There were no further comments on said Minutes and  
Ann Payne proposed and Sarah Webster seconded, that the Minutes be  
accepted as a true record. 
 
Proposed Ann Payne  Seconded: Sarah Webster 

 
4] Election of Churchwardens for 2025 for Seale and Sands, Puttenham, and  
 Wanborough 
 
 Revd. Thatcher thanked the Churchwardens for all their immense support over  
 the past year, especially during his absence from duties due to poor health. 

He also thanked members of the congregations of all four churches for their 
support during this time.  
The following nominations for Churchwardens for the coming year were received  
and unanimously approved by those present. 
 
Parish    Nominee  Proposed (P) / Seconded (S) 
 
Puttenham   Anne Concanen P: Mrs Phillipa Tuckwell 
       S:        Mrs Jenny Proctor 
 
Wanborough   Anne Concanen P: Mr Christopher Tuckwell 
       S:        Mrs Mary Clare Cook 
  
Seale    Kathleen Smith P: Mrs Ann Payne 
       S: Mr Christopher Tuckwell 
 
Sands    Ann Payne  P: Mrs Sally Cooper 
       S: Mrs Elaine Whittle 
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5] Minutes of 2024 Annual Parochial Church Meetings & Matters Arising  
 
 There were no comments from the meeting attendees on the 2024 Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

Minutes and these were unanimously accepted. 
 
Proposed: Ann Payne  Seconded: Sarah Webster 
 
Mention was made of Mrs Dee Bramley who has resigned as PCC Secretary after many years of service. 
Our grateful thanks go to her for all her time and expertise. 
Mrs Jenny Proctor was welcomed as her replacement and again our thanks go out to her. 

 
 
6] Reports 
 

Anne Concanen had collated all reports into the Annual Report which had been distributed. Revd. Thatcher 
referred meeting attendees to the reports and invited questions or comments on any pertinent matter 
relating to these reports. 
 
(a) Rector’s Report – see Annual Report page 11. 

  
 Revd. Thatcher’s report touched on topics such as closure of churches in  

 the last decade along with dwindling numbers. However, he also raised the point that numbers are starting 
to improve across the Diocese and Infact this can be seen in SPW. 

 
 Revd. Thatcher went onto comment on church finances and commended the 

work of Anne Concanen who took on the challenge of the church accounts. It was noted that we were only 
short by £9,500 for the 2024 quota. However, this was thanks to Robert Watson for his very generous 
legacy to develop the mission of the parish. The historical deficit remains, and we should work to improve 
our giving and fundraising if we are to continue to function as four churches in the parish. Fundraising and 
ideas for this are welcome. 
 
Revd. Thatcher finally thanked all those for their reports and services to the church. He wanted to applaud 
the excellent work of the Churchwardens particularly during his serious illness and to include those clergy 
who helped by stepping into “his clerical shoes.”  He went on to say a big Thank You for the support and 
prayers for the health he now enjoys.  
 
May God bless our mission and all we do for him the year ahead. 
May those who have departed this life in 2024 rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen 
 

 
(b) Meetings – see Annual Report pages 11-12. 

 
 The renting of Glebe Cottage was reviewed. After a short period of time the property is now tenanted again 
but at a lower rate. This rent plays an important part of the contribution towards the Parish Share. 
 
Fabric repairs and alterations were touched upon for all four churches, and it was noted that the Friends 
disabled access project at Puttenham was now on its way. Mention was made to the implementation of 
leaflets which were being drawn up for things such as Pilgrims Trails, Church Trails, and Holy Wells.  
Jane and Mike Randall mentioned at the meeting that there was a well in The Sands and more time and 
effort will be made to locate this if possible. Of course, should we be successful in finding the well and once 
restored this could be added to the national register of Holy Wells in England and we would hope that this 
would bring a new footfall of pilgrims through our churches.  
 
Mention was made and thanks go to Mr Mike Randall for his time spent mapping the Seale Graveyard. A 
detailed record is held in the church for all to see. 
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(c) Safeguarding – see Annual Report page 12. 
  

As a PCC we are committed to supporting, nurturing and protecting all in our Church community and, under 
the “Promoting a Safer Church” policy, to create a safe and caring place for all. As a church we are 
committed to ensuring that the guidelines are followed in all parish activities, ensuring that any outside 
organisations hiring church premises comply with the parish safeguarding policy for all. 
 
Anne Concanen had recently received further paperwork on updating safeguarding procedures. Other 
items discussed including safeguarding training. 
 
 
(d) The Electoral Roll – see Annual Report page 12. 

 
 The Electoral Roll numbers up until December 2024 showed a slight increase to   those in 2023 but a new 
roll was being prepared in May 2025. 

 
  

(e) Health and Safety – see Annual Report page 12. 
 
 

(f) Fabric Maintenance – see Annual Report pages 12-13. 
 
 

(g) Parish Activities – see Annual Report pages 13-16. 
 
 Revd. Thatcher commented on the monthly Bible Hub as an opportunity for adult parishioners to grow in 

faith and in the knowledge of the word while the Open the Book team was able to take the Bible to children 
in Puttenham School. 

 
He welcomed the development of the Parish Bell Ringing band and thanked those that regularly rang on 
Sundays, at Weddings and at various national events. He was pleased to see The Shepherds Rest Café 
and Tower Café continuing to go from strength to strength and he praised all those involved. 

 
 

(h) Godalming Deanery Synod – see Annual Report page 16. 
 

 
 

(i) Review of Finances – see Annual Report pages 16 – 17. 
 

The Treasurer wished to stress that, while the generous Robert Watson legacy gave the PCC some 
breathing space in 2024, the Parish must prepare substantial and robust plans to meet future Parish Share 
obligations. 
 

 
7] Elections  
 

(a) Election of Representatives to Deanery Synod.  
There being no new nomination, Caroline Warburton and Anne Concanen remain as the 2 parish 
lay representatives on the Godalming Deanery Synod. 
 

(b) Election of PCC members – No elections due. 
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8] Appointments 
 

(a) Sidespeople - to be discussed by the PCC members at the PCC meeting following the APCM. 
 

(b) Independent Examiner for 2025 – to be discussed by the PCC members at the PCC meeting 
following the APCM. 

 
9] AOB 
 

 We are pleased that Lisanne Maxted has agreed to become Messy Church Officer.  
 
We would like to express our thanks to Mr Peter Lucas of Lucas & Co (Godalming Accountants) for drawing 
up the accounts. 
 We would also like to express our thanks to Mr. Jeremy MciIroy, our Independent Examiner. 
 

 
10] Closing Prayers – by Revd. Thatcher 
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C. 

SEALE, PUTTENHAM & WANBOROUGH PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL                        

ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

                           For the year ended 31 DECEMBER 2025 

 
INTRODUCTION 

In compliance with the Church Accounting Regulations 2006, the Parochial Church Council (PCC) of 

Seale, Puttenham & Wanborough have prepared this report and the attached financial statements. 

The report summarises the activities and plans of the PCC, who now submit it for review by parishioners 

at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) to be held on Thursday 27 May at 6.00pm at the Church 

of the Good Shepherd, The Sands. 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 

Parochial Church Council 

The Parochial Church Council is a body corporate established by the Church of England. The PCC 

operates under the Parochial Church Council Powers Measure (1956). The PCC is now a registered 

Charity (Charity No: 1129466). During 2025, the following were members: 

 

Rector: The Revd. Stephen Thatcher  

Churchwardens: 

- Seale and The Sands      Ann Payne (elected May 2023) 

                                        Kathleen Smith (elected June 2024 – June 25} 

                                        Linda Thatcher (Deputy Churchwarden August 2025 - ) 

- Puttenham Anne Concanen (elected May 2023) 
-                                      

- Wanborough                  Anne Concanen (Vice Chair/ Deanery Synod Representative   

                                        (elected May 2023) 

 

 

Elected Members: 
- Seale and The Sands      Bill Biddell (elected October 2020) 

                                         Sally Cooper (elected May 2023)                    

- Puttenham                    Mary-Claire Cook (elected May 2023)  

David Melville (elected October 2020)   
- Wanborough                  Dee Bramley (elected October 2020 – May 2025) 

David Wilson (elected October 2020) 
 

Additional ex-officio members: 

Chris Tuckwell 

Caroline Warburton (Deanery Synod Representative – elected May 2024) 

Lisanne Maxted (co-opted – Messy Church leader – May 2025 -) 

PCC Secretary: Dee Bramley until May 2025 – Jenny Proctor from May 2025 - ) 

The appointment of members of the PCC is governed by and set out in the Church Representation Rules. 
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6a RECTOR’S REPORT  
 

The last year has been challenging in different ways ; Geoff Graham our resident organist retired. Several of 

our loyal parishioners were diagnosed with life-changing illness (we continue to support  them in prayer 

together with their carers). Raising the parish share continues to be a struggle for different reasons which I 

have explained many times in previous reports and PCC meetings. Year on year we fall short of the total by 

around 35,000. The accrued deficit is now 135,000. The Archdeacon’s visitation in February focussed on this 

and a strong reminder was issued that unless we meet the yearly parish share then there will be no option 

when the current rector leaves than to review the future of the united parish and full-time ministry support. 

This would be a very sad situation at a time when we are seeing signs of growth in our churches and in our 

mission to school and care homes with positive results. Add to this our growing network of pilgrim visitors, 

our café fellowships and various hubs, Alpha and Emmaus courses including a developing team of organists 

and pop-up choirs. Two new ministry supports in Kathleen our pastoral lay visitor who has qualified for 

nominal preaching and our Caleb ordinand who will be a significant ministry resource to our churches. 

Many churches close because the cost of maintenance and repair is prohibitive, not so with our churches, 

apart from minor works they are in good shape thanks to our generous FRIENDS. They still cost a lot to run 

but at least we do not have major building concerns. So the future looks exciting. But how are we going to 

raise the parish share and start paying the accrued debt?  We have two years -  it is not impossible and 

churches financially far worse off than ours have done it. Here are some figures to consider; 

80 people giving a thousand pound a year would raise 80 000 

40 people giving 2000 

160 people giving 500  

320 people giving 250 

The PCC owns Glebe cottage a useful resource for the parish. We receive a modest rent from the cottage 

which helps with our income but have no reserves to maintain the house to the standard we would like. 

Fundraising 

Two major events per year raising 10 000 or 5 smaller events raising 3 000 would help to pay for annual 

clock maintenance, fire extinguisher tests there are 20 in the churches ,alarm servicing, organ tuning, gas 

boiler servicing. Electrical tests, etc…. 

Our beautiful churches provide us with a spiritual home where we can worship freely and enjoy God’s 

gracious love generously and sacrificially given to us. They are magnificent historic buildings that enrich the 

value and integrity of our Christian faith in a country fast being consumed by pluralism and secular 

alternatives. Please think seriously about how you may secure the future of our churches, churchyards and 

ministry. 

We remain indebted to those who have gone before us and invested in these churches at times of war, 

plague and famine - ordinary folk often of little means who shared a vision to pass the Christian faith to 

others by a grace-based stewardship.  

My final comments are by way of thanking so many who make it possible to enable our Christian fellowship 

to continue in our lovely buildings and who work away tirelessly often in the background doing essential 

things. On your behalf our churchwardens Ann Payne, Anne Concanen, deputy Linda Thatcher and treasurer 

Anne Concanen are warmly thanked for OUTSTANDING SERVICE to our churches and parish. 

May God direct our path in the year ahead and inspire us to use our time talents and money to his glory. 

Blessings,  Rector 
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6b. MEETINGS    

Parish finance and finding ways to pay the Parish Share was central to much discussion. Effort had been 

made to reduce Parish running costs as much as possible but it was the Parish Share that was the concern. 

The PCC reviewed the rental status of Glebe Cottage and finance required to maintain it. The rental income, 

although useful, was not sufficient when added to income from parishioners to pay running costs and the 

Parish Share. Effective fundraising strategies had to be employed and the PCC were still awaiting support 

from the Diocesan Stewardship team. 

 

The PCC discussed in detail the provision of music in the parish from the end of September 2025 when Geoff 

Graham’s contract came to an end and he retired. All ideas were considered from using recorded music to 

using the voluntary services of some of our local musicians.   

 

All fabric repairs and alterations were discussed and the PCC continued to monitor the progress of the Friends 

of Puttenham church disabled access project which was completed in June 2025. 

 

The PCC unanimously agreed to approve Kathleen Smith’s request to do the Nominal Preacher’s course and 

to support Linda Thatcher in her Caleb training course. The PCC were also pleased to have Lisanne Maxted 

on the PCC as Messy Church Officer and welcomed Jenny Proctor as the new secretary. 

 

Other items discussed and dealt with ranged from safeguarding to burial spaces in Seale Churchyard. 

Thanks to all members of the PCC for their time, hard work and expertise. 

 

6c. SAFEGUARDING   Anne Concanen 

As a PCC we are committed to the support, nurture and protection of everyone in our church community 

and, under the “Promoting a Safer Church” policy, creating a safe and caring place for all. We are 

committed to ensure that the safeguarding guidelines are followed in all parish activities and to ensure 

that any outside organisations using church premises comply with the parish safeguarding policy for 

children, young people and vulnerable adults.  

 

PCC members follow the Diocese safeguarding training and people involved in leadership roles are also 

regularly DBS cleared as are those working with children like Open the Book. 

 

To date there have been no concerns raised.  

 

 

6d.THE ELECTORAL ROLE 

 
David Melville (Electoral Roll Officer) Drew up a new Electoral Roll in May 2025. The Electoral 

Roll numbers shown are up until December 2025  

 Dec 2024 Dec 2025 

Total on ER 129 72 

 

 
 

6e. HEALTH & SAFETY   

All risk assessments have been carried out in the 4 churches including churchyards and curtilage.  

PAT testing has been carried out on all electrical equipment and fire extinguisher and alarms have been 

tested and are in good working order. 
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  6f. FABRIC MAINTENANCE 

Church Architect: Our Inspecting Architect for 2024 was John Bailey BA, BArch, RIBA, AABC. 

Puttenham - Anne Concanen 

The Church of St John the Baptist 

All routine maintenance and routine servicing were carried out in the church. We greatly appreciated the 

donation of work done to ease the porch door and improve church access.  General churchyard 

maintenance continued throughout the summer and in August a substantial amount of undergrowth was 

cleared from the east end of the churchyard, significantly improving the area. 

Major work took place to improve the disabled access to the church and in addition new church gates were 

hung. This project, mentioned in the APCM report last year, was conceived and funded by the Friends of 

Puttenham Church. We thank the Friends and in particular David Melville who saw the project through its 

many different stages. 

 

Wanborough - Anne Concanen 

The Church of St Bartholomew 

During 2025 all general maintenance work was done including PAT testing and servicing the fire 

extinguishers. The fan had to be replaced when the gas boiler broke down. General churchyard 

maintenance continued throughout the Summer thanks to the Friends of Wanborough. 

The church requires repointing work on the vestry roof and the south wall of the church, and we are 

awaiting quotes from local stone masons. 

 

Seale and The Sands - Ann Payne 

The Church of St Laurence                 

There have been no significant issues this year; both the church and churchyard have been regularly 

maintained and all appropriate tests carried out. 

The church tower lights and smoke detectors were replaced which was paid by the Friends of Seale. 

  

The Church of the Good Shepherd  

Both the church and garden have been regularly maintained and all appropriate tests carried out. 

The church has been decorated, a priest’s chair replaced, and an organ installed, kindly donated by Stuart 

Mayes in dedication of his wife, Fiona.  

The kitchen extension has been completed internally and externally with the patio and path laid. 

A broken window in the church, caused a by golf ball, was replaced and the expense paid by the Farnham 

golf club.  

 

6g. PARISH ACTIVITIES 

 

The Pastoral Care Team – Kathleen Smith 

Pastoral Care 

Prayer: This year has had a simple focus on praying for members of our parish who are challenged by 

cancer. We have had several parishioners in this battle this year and thanks be to God, seem to be 

recovering well. I believe this is an area we could develop as a regular support group for prayer, for 

anyone affected by cancer.  
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Alpha: The Rector and I had feedback last year regarding the Alpha videos, and the results were that our 

parishioners felt the videos were too directed to the young and urban. We could not see ourselves reflected 

in the video messages. To see if there was something that could be done to include rural areas of the UK 

as well as messages for all generations, I attended the Alpha Leadership Conference this year, in London. I 

met with Gordan McDonald who is head of Alpha International Media, and while the newest Alpha video (to 

be launched in 2027, as it hasn't  been updated in ten years) is still geared towards young and urban 

Gordan told me "there is beginning to be a ground swell of requests from rural British churches that reflect 

our request". For the first time at this conference I began to hear the concerns of the rural church emerge. 

I will continue to communicate with Gordon and report any progress that might lead us to be in on the 

groundwork of an Alpha Course that reflects our needs in this parish. 

 

The Bible Hub - Rector 

Meets on the last Wednesday of the month at the Sands church. Our bible study has focused on the book 

of Acts using the NIV version of the Bible.  

Anyone can join us as we grow together in the inspired word of scripture. Thank you to those who support 

this opportunity to grow in faith and in the knowledge of the word. 

 

“Open The Book”-Anne Concanen 

We continued our regular Open the Book storytelling at Puttenham School throughout 2025. After many 

faithful years, Chris and Philippa Tuckwell stepped back from the team. They have been part of this 

ministry from its earliest days and helped sustain it through the post-Covid period when it could easily 

have folded. Their commitment, kindness and enthusiasm with the children have meant a great deal. I 

want to record my own heartfelt thanks for their support and companionship over the years.  

We remain committed to this valued outreach and to nurturing our strong link with the school. Anyone who 

feels drawn to this simple, joyful work with the children would be very welcome to explore it further. 

 

The Pilgrim Hub – The Pilgrim Hub Team  
Pilgrimage Today: Walking Ancient Paths, Finding New Meaning 

Meeting monthly at the Sands church, the Pilgrim Hub is our parish’s own expression of the Church of 

England’s renewed interest in pilgrimage. As part of our Parish Development Plan, it focuses on welcoming 

those who travel the historic Pilgrims’ Way that runs through our parish. Visitors come from across the 

world, and the Hub has developed new church and pilgrim leaflets that encourage reflection on faith, 

landscape, and history. The speed with which these leaflets are taken shows how strongly this ministry is 

connecting with those who pass through our churches. 

 

  Music in The Parish – David Melville 

We would like to express our sincere thanks to Geoff Graham who has been the excellent parish director 

of music for twenty years and who retired in September. Initially Geoff served as verger at Seale church 

as well as directing the music there, but later these duties expanded to include playing at all the 

churches in the parish.  Remarkably, he has continued to play every week despite health issues which 

have impaired both his mobility and his sight.  Geoff’s retirement was celebrated with a special service 

organised by Sue Griffiths which included a choir formed specially for the event. Despite retirement, 

Geoff continues to play privately for weddings and funerals as well as providing printing services for the 

church. 

The weekly duties of playing have been taken over by Juliana Baxter, Sir Martin Griffiths, David Melville 

and Caroline Warburton. We are very grateful to them all for their skill, enthusiasm and commitment.   
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Parish Bell Ringing - Andrew Baxter 

The Parish bell ringing band had another successful year in 2025, growing in confidence and 

competence. We rang for most main parish services, occasional weddings, and half-muffled at 

Remembrance. Notably we rang half-muffled to mark the death and funeral of Bishop Andrew in March 

this year 

Weekly practices are generally held alternately at Puttenham and Seale, and occasionally elsewhere. 

These are regularly supported by ringers from other towers, and our ringers are able to develop their 

skills and range of activities with lots of support. Our Farnham District holds a variety of meetings and 

practices throughout the year, and our ringers take advantage of these activities where appropriate. 

We welcomed several visiting bands to our towers during the year. In the summer there was a District 

group outing to London Docklands, where we rang at several fascinating churches with a variety of 

challenging rings. 

Our band continues to develop and improve and will welcome any others who would like to try ringing. 

We can promise help, training and fun in a supportive environment. 

 
 

 

The Shepherds Rest Café - At The Church Of The Good Shepherd, The Sands - Ann Payne  

Clientele regularly attend the café and the theme lunches are booked to capacity – the money raised is 

given to the Parish and The sands Fabric Fund.  

Once again, the great success of the shepherd’s rest lies with the dedicated volunteers – many thanks to 

you all 

 
 

 

The Tower Café - At St John The Baptist Church, Puttenham - Jo Brown  

The Tower Café continues to thrive, meeting on the second Wednesday of the month in the afternoon 

for two hours at St. John the Baptist Church, Puttenham. 

It has provided a pleasant opportunity for local residents, both young and old to meet for tea , cake, 

company and conversation, as well as welcoming pilgrims, and visiting walkers to our beautiful Church. 

However, this is only part of  the café’s function, which is also to raise much needed funds. 

Donations  for the period 14/5/25 -10/12/25 totalled £412.00 cash, in addition to innumerable Church 

credit card donations. 

The Tower Café now has an enlarged, hardworking volunteer team, sincere thanks go to them, the Rev. 

Stephen Thatcher, Anne Concanen our Church Warden and our Guests for their essential support. 
 
 

 

Village News - Dee Bramley (Editor) 

The Village News continues to be produced monthly with editors Jane Randell, Dee Bramley, Mary Adkins 

and Simon Prichard each taking turns to compile the magazine.  We have continued to print 570 copies a 

month but are looking to reduce that number slightly in 2026. We also rely on a team of 30 volunteers to 

distribute the magazine around the parish. 

At the end of 2025 we donated £1000 to SPW PCC and £200 to Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice ending the year 

with a small deficit of approximately £100 in our current account and £500 in our savings account.  Our 

annual 2025 subscription and advertising charges were maintained at £7 and £55 respectively. 

In order to restore and maintain a healthy bank balance and with the prospect of future  cost increases, 

the editors jointly have taken the decision to increase subscription costs in 2026 to £10 and advertising 

costs to £60. 
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 Headteacher:  Anna De Filippis 

News from Puttenham CofE Infant School 
 

  
Academic Year  

We have had a very successful year at Puttenham CofE Infant School. The community have once again 

come together to ensure our village school provides the very best education and experiences for our 

children. In our 2025 assessments, the children in Year 1 and Year 2 achieved 96% pass mark in their 

phonic screening assessment. 80% of children in our Early Years achieved a Good Level of Development. 

Our results remain consistently above Surrey and National Averages. 

 

Enrichment opportunities 

We enrich our curriculum through a range of activities. We continue to have a strong link with the Church. 

All children attend St John the Baptist Church services and Open the Book assemblies, they experience our 

forest school sessions, learn tennis and have the opportunity to attend clubs such as drama, football, 

French, multi-sport, dance and Rocksteady music. The children have enjoyed school trips to Painshill Park, 

Wisley and Brooklands. 

 

Admissions and transition  

We currently have 83 children on roll. We welcomed 29 children into the reception class in September with 

their families. The majority of our year 2 children went to Waverley Abbey and Aldro Schools last year. 

 

Outdoor learning 

As a school we understand the importance of outdoor learning and using the wonderful environment 

around us. We continue to use the forest school and allotments to grow our own fruit and vegetables. We 

were ‘Gold’ award winners in the Guildford in Bloom School’s competition.  

 

Building programme 

We aim to complete a new ‘Reflective Garden’ for the children to use during playtime. This area will be 

designed to be a calm place which will foster curiosity, connect with nature and offer a time to reflect on 

their thoughts and ideas. 

We are also investigating the possibility of starting a nursery for 4 year old children in our vacant 

classroom. 

 

 

Anna De Filippis - Executive Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

Puttenham School House- John Hewitson 

The Management Committee was established in 1987 to look after the School House and supervise the 

letting of this listed building, when not required for the use of the Headteacher of Puttenham Church of 

England School. At the end of 2025, the Committee reported a cash balance of £37,269. Within the near 

future, it is expected that expenditure in excess of £20,000 will be needed to cover the cost of roof repairs. 

 

(NB. Funds mentioned here are not reported as part of the Annual Accounts.)  
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6h. GODALMING DEANERY SYNOD    Anne Concanen 

  Godalming Deanery Synod met twice in 2025 in April and November 

In April, the main topic for discussion was the Bible Society’s report - “A Quiet Revival”. This survey on 

church attendance shows a rise in church attendance among younger people, particularly men, but 

primarily in Catholic and Pentecostal churches rather than the Church of England. After discussion, the 

Area Dean concluded that these trends should be a priority for the Church of England to address and urged 

parishes to study and debate the report. 

In November, considerable time was spent looking at green energy and conservation. PCCS were asked to 

consider the electricity and gas consumption of their churches and look at creating a Net Zero plan and a 

change to a Green Tariff. There was much discussion about how this could be done within limited budgets. 

Parishes were also urged to sign up to Eco Church where there were many worthwhile wildlife projects that 

could be developed within our churchyards. 

 

6i REVIEW OF FINANCE   SPW Churchwardens 

Report for the year ended 31 December 2025 

Thank You 

We warmly thank Mike Cloughley for his dedicated work reclaiming tax on Gift Aided donations, and Geoff 

Graham for managing the electronic giving stations, which continue to provide welcome additional income. 

 

Finance Review 

The PCC is very grateful for the generous support of parishioners. Although Gift Aid donations fell slightly, 

the amount of tax recovered increased. We also received the second part of a generous legacy designated 

for parish mission. Further thanks go to the Puttenham 100 Club, the Parish Magazine, and all involved in 

the Good Shepherd and Tower Cafés for their generous donations. 

Expenditure was carefully managed. Maintenance costs reduced, though utility costs remain high. Items to 

note in the accounts include: 

• £38,436 from the Friends of Puttenham Church for the disabled access project, shown as both 

income and expenditure. 

• Funds held by Schroders: £5,740 from the 2024 sale of shares for Puttenham stonework, and £768 

in dividends in 2025. 

 

Parish Share 

The Parish Share for 2025 was £84,770. Despite using the second part of last year’s legacy, we were able 

to pay only £59,000, leaving £25,770 unpaid. The accounts now show clearly the total owed to the 

Diocese, including historic arrears. This position is not sustainable, and the PCC recognises the need for 

robust plans to meet Parish Share obligations. 

 

Glebe Cottage 

Glebe Cottage generated £18,974 in rental income, with £2,638 spent on repairs. This income continues to 

make an important contribution towards Parish Share. 

 

Reserves Policy 

The PCC invests historic legacies in managed restricted funds. These funds, designated for the upkeep of 

St John the Baptist, Puttenham, and St Laurence, Seale, are held to provide income and growth and can 

be realised promptly if required. 

 

Statement of Accounts 

The full Statement of Accounts is appended to this report in section D 
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   D.            THE AUDITED ACCOUNTS 
For the year ended 31 December 2025 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


